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(54) THERMAL PRINTER AND METHOD OF THERMAL PRINTING 
C57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To achieve a sufRcient coloring density and to 
shorten a time period for printing. 

SOLUTION: A thermal printer 2 comprises a thermal head 6 for performing 
thermal recording on a color thermal recording paper 3 and an optical fixing 
device 5 for executing optical fixing after the thermal recording. A heater 31 is 
provided between the thermal head B and the optical fixing device 5. The heater 
31 heats the color thermal recording paper 3 at 35° C-IO" C in order to 
accelerate the coloring reaction after the thermal recording. As a result, 
insufficient fixing dies not occur even when a conveying speed of the color 
thermal recording paper 3 is raised in order to shorten the time period for the 
printing. 
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